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SUSPENSION / EXPULSION POLICY FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS

Except as provided by federal law, no identified special education student shall be
suspended or expelled in excess of 10 cumulative days in the school year for misconduct related
to the student’s disability. If suspension or expulsion in excess of 10 cumulative days is to be
considered, the student’s Pupil Evaluation Team (“PET”) shall make the determination whether
the misconduct in question, including any past incidents of misconduct which may be considered
in making the disciplinary decision, is related to the student’s disability.

For misconduct that is related to the student’s disability, the student’s PET may
determine what programming or placement alterations are warranted beyond the 10 cumulative
days of suspension permitted under this policy.

For misconduct unrelated to the student’s disability, the school unit may proceed with a
suspension or expulsion consistent with law and with school policy. During any such removal in
excess of 10 cumulative days in the school year, the PET shall offer free and appropriate
educational services to the special education student off school grounds.

The school unit shall comply with all applicable state and federal laws governing
suspension and expulsion of students with disabilities.

Source: 20-A M.R.S.A. § 1001(9); (9-B); 20 U.S.C. § 1415 (K)(1)(A), (3)(B), (5)(A).

Adopted: June 21, 2000
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